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This tobe delivered to the C bief 
Biſhop of Rome, or to | 


C3] | 


From the Elet and | mp Aſſembly of the 
choſen people in the Nation of Fngland, called 
in derifion, and known amonglt all falſe 
Sects by the name of QUAKER S; and . 
by a Servant of the great God of Hea- -.. 
ven and Earth,and a Member of that 
people, this is written. 


To the Pope ( Chief Biſho ) ad his Cardidalr at | 


Rome, and to þis Biſhops, Feſuits, and Prieſts 
there, and elſe-where, thorough the  Dominions 
of 'the Romiſh Church, ſcattered abread_ in the 


Nations. 


| Hereas we a poor, deſpiſed, and-rejefted peo- 
\ x / ple, among the Nations of the (earth, yet 


dreadful and mightie , becauſe the' Majeſtic 


and Preſence of theLord-God is with ns,who 
hath called us, and choſen us, and gathered us, and re- 
deemed us from among men, out of kindreds, and mul- 
titudes,and projrenrings one body,and one ſpirit,out of 


aſl the Se&s upon t 
and one ſou], h ing fellowfhip with the Son, *and with 


the Father, being come through great tribulations, and 


many Kfierie trials, and are refined, and purified; and 
made clean and white in the bloud of the Lamb, bein 
fully recovered out of the great deluge of darknefle,an 


Apoſtacie, which hath overflown and drowned the whole ' 
world, and all nations , fince the daies of the true - 
Churches,and holy Apoſtles ; And know ye,that weare” 

| the many Se&s, nar of the divers waies, and : 


none of all th Vers W 
formal worſhippers, that are but in the' imitations fain= 


ed,of what the Saints of old ſpoke and performed,in the” 
Power and Spirit of God, which hath been ſpoken and - 


praQiſed by all the divers Se&Qs and falſe Churches, with» 
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e carth; and we are of one'mind, 


be + as 
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ontthe Spirit, Power, an $d har was in the Apoſtles; : 
ſo that all Religiou h4tb;baeu, andthe profcfhon and: 
practiſe thereof, for wany Ages, but 2s the floating of a © 
broken-veſſel upon the waters, draven with theſeveral 
winds, wanting Anchor, and skilful Mariners , which 
hath not carriedfoperte Reft,the hope of Eternal life: 
But know ye, that now atlaſt, thronghourlong and . * 
wearied trayels,” and afterall our tedious ſeekings, and 
our zealous praftifes and profeſhon jn Chriſtianitie per- 
formed>by us, while darkneſs covered us, and the earth; 
hath the Lord {et us ſafe upon the Rock Chriſt ]eſus, up- -. 
on whom the Church of Chriſt firmly ftandeth, and the - 
gates of heſFcannot prevail againftz and he hath 'made 
our 'habitation \fure upon the Mountain of his houſe, 
which'is eſtabliſhed upon the top of all mountams, where- 
unto we now are gathered, and reſt in a certain hope 
and tried confidence, and doth view the whole world, 
and the ftaceof all mankind, and meaſureth the gazes 
and ſeaſons thoroughout Generations ; and the ſtate 
the Ghwrch we perfectly know,by the iſpirarionSeBe 
Almightie, her-eftate befoue.the Apcſiles daies,andin the 
Apoſtles dajes,. arid-fince the Apoſtles daies, and her in- 
creaſe, and decreaſe, and cftate, fince the beginning of 
the world till naw, and at this preſent time, tous is cer- 
tainlieknawny by the Spirit of Tas ang the light of the 
Lamb,which-now as riſen upon our Mountain,and ſhines 
in.our habitations:: . And firſt we.certific you, as for the 
many falle Sets and Churches, ({ocalled) and many of 
the divers worſhippers, andſeparated forms of Churches, 
riſen up fince the Apoſtles daies, from the leaſt of them to 
the greateſt,we haveſearched and examined,and arenot 
fully ſatysfied (but rather the contrarie) that they are 
pertetly found in the Faith , but rather degenerated, 
from the Power, Spirit, and Life that was in the Apoſtles, 
and among the true Churches before the Apoſtacie; and 
we have fought out their firſ original and root, and we: 
find they fall fhart of the true Church and rhe Apoſtles 3 
ficſt in reſpe&of time, many Generations 3 and uſes 4 | 
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reſpe& of life, and power, and puritie, and they wane 
theſpirit,and dominiongand overnment, that the true: 
Ctiurches'and Apoſtles'poſſelſed; and we certainly be- 
lieve,they aremany of them comeup,and riſen uta-dark - 
night, long fince the daies of the Apoſtles, while the Sun 
was yet unriſen,and while the mountains of ignorance, 
blindnefſe,and wickedneſs covergd the face of the earth, 
and the clouds of darkneffe remained upon the face of 
the whole heavens; and while yet the man-clild re- - 
mains 'in God, being caught up to him, and the woman 
lodged in the deſolate wildernefle, being thither fled be- 
cauſe of the great red Dragon: And webeljeve noc,that 
ahiy of themare the Lambs Wife , -lawfully joyned;to 
him ; 'neither are they 'the Virgin z in which thereisno 
ſpot;tior the Spoufe, truly in eleAion to Chriſt the Bride- 
groonyfor we have had controverſte with them this di- 
vers years,and weighed them, and meaſured them in the 
ballance of equitie,and they appear to us,not-to be of a 
true deſcent from'thart Vinnezinto which the true Church 
was Planted; bur rheir original may be of a1atter, race: 
And to ſay no more of them, we'certainly know they are 
foully ſpotted, and hath not the favour, nor parts, nor 
arments of a Virgin; and Chriſt the Bridegroom they - 
Fave deeply wronged,for many falle Se&s have riſen ouc 
of the great Whore, the mother of Harlots, who hath, 
been m open and ſecret fornication, ever fince the daies 
of the Apoſtles, and ſuch are her oft-ſpring, and not of 
the true Seed, ele, which is heir by right, of the inheri- - 
tance of life eternal, the Kingdom which hath no cud. 
And foras muchas the Church of Rome hath openly 
leaded, as we have heard, and ſome of your Members 
alſo toour faces, that ſhe is indeed the true Church;and 
ſhe alone, and none beſides, and that you can fetch your 
original by line truly from the Apoſtles, and' Church of 
the Samts,” and are not degenerated in any paxticular of 
Faith , Do&rine,nor Pra&ife, from the Life, and Power, 
and Government,and Spirit which was among the true .. 
Church, and in the Apoſtles : Theſe things, with _— 
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the like, have we heard of <0 cancernimg-you, by , 
many ; And now, becanſe the Lord hath. put it mio our 
hearts, to have controverſfie with { 1, andto ſeck our. 
perfe&ly your original, and to juſt;fie you, ar condemn 
you accordingly ; and having the certam infallible Spi- 
rit of the Lord God to try all things,we are purpoſed in 
the Lord to vihit you,and to examine to the foundation 
your riſe 3, and firſt beginning from. whence you come 
by deſcent, and what you truly are in cart caries e-. 
ſtate, and whether you be indeed thetrue Church, .and. 
have.the true Spirit, or whether youareotherwiſe,that 
all the world may be fatisfied, and more perfe&ly know 
the Full rruch concerning the Churgh comes and-your 
ſeed atid-root we will examine, and your birth and o- 
riginal, we will ſearch out, and your faith,and worſhip, 
and whole Religion we will lay to theline of true judge- 
meat,to juſtifie you,or condemn you eternally ; for the. 
Saints ſhall judge the world,and your garments ſhall be . 
{ripped off, and your ſecrets iboicredand your whole 
boa and members made fully manifeſt , that the very 
truth of all things may appear,andbe imbraced,and the 
whoredomes of all the earth may be laid open, that the 
Juſt and the Innocent, that hath long laid groaning in 
great captivity, may be delivered from under all bonds 
of oppreſſicns, whoredomis, and iniquities ; and this will 
the eternal God by us ſpeedily bring to paſſe amonift you, 
Wherefore thou Pope, .greatly admired, andhighly 
exalted,and-to all thy Cardinals, Friers, Jeſuits, and 
Priefts, and all other Officers under thee, lam moved of 
. the Lord God of heaven ang earth, (whois the only 
Holineſs,and higheſt of all) by this Mellage to viſit you; 
requiring you, and charging-you,in the Name and Au» 
thoritie of. the Dreadful ant Mightie God, before whom 
| all men and Nations are as nothing in compariſon, . but 
may be turned at his-pleafure, & daſhed to pieces by his 
mightiehand,and unto whom all the ſons of 44a» in all 
the world, muſt render an account; & as you will anſwer 
it to him in his dreadful day of judgement & vengeance, 
' and 
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and as you love and wil AM your God and: Chrift, 
whom you profeſle and ſerve; andas you would honour 
your God, and bring people to your way, and worlhip, 
and religion,upon thele'mgagements,and by the autho- 
ritie of the Almightie, Tlay it'opon you to anſwer, and - 
to return your knowledge and opinions to the particu- 
lars following, which am moved to querie and demarid 
of you,that your doctrines, prafiſes, and worſhips,and 
whole religion, in every xart thereof, may be veiwed; 
and examined, and mcatir6t, according to the Saints 
and Apoſtles writings, and may thereby becleared,' or 
otherwiſe reproved and condemined : And.if your pro- 
feſliowand praftiſes irrreligion be ſprung from the true 
grounds,and true Spirit,and your Church be indeed the 
- true Church,thar can _ her pedigree truly deſcend- 
ed from the Church of Chrift, before rhe Apoſtacie,and 
clear her felf from all degeneration'in every degree, and 
that ſhe is perfe& in the faith, and worſhip, and prafiſes 
of the holy Church and Apoſtles of ofd; then ſhall all 
that love God, and fear him, and hepes for life eternal; 
ſeparatethemſelves from all Se&s, and Apoſtates, ſepa- 
rated from you,and come in,and return again to you,as 
_ toa faithfukMother, and joyn with you in all things; 
and adde themſelves to your church only,and renounce 
and denie all the contrarie, that isnot%of you ; and fo 
ſhall your names and honour-be increaſed through all 
the earth. But and if afrer lawful trial, and juſt exa- 
mination, and ſearching out the matter , it be proved 
againſt you , that you are degeneratedfrom what the 
true Church and Apoſtles were,and are not buitded ups 
on Chriſt the true Rock and foundarzon , but diverted 
from the Power, Life, and Spirit, and true Religion 
which the Apoftles were in; and that your church is not 
the trae church, but a falſe S:&, and your original cans 
not be fetch'd from the Apoſtles, but 18 of a latrerand 
more corrupted race; thei ſhall yon demie al] your re- 
Higion, and church, and renounce your profeſſion and 
pra&.ſes, andicome tothem, and joyn with them, that 
be Se call . 


_ can prove. thelrghuggh tabs thecyue Ghurch, and c 
fetch their oxigiual Fronk Ape Aties, and 
thar is.bnilded_upan,Chyifh theeverlaſting 'faundaria 
(whoever this.ſhall be. proved ca bg), wherefors appe 
and come forth. to. trial upon. qhis condirien,. gn dhe 
with us,and anfer theſe things in plaanaclle, and let us 
| know your Judgements,that.a.retnou:;you may. receive, 

-F ik, Whe. her youarec.indeed the only true Church 
+ of Chriſt, his body,.of hisfleſh, and of his;banes. called, 
and gathered,andunited|by the eternal Spirit. of Jeſus, 
perfe&.in the Faith of Chrilt,, perfe&.mDo&rine, and 
perfe&in- Worlhip., as wers the Churches of Chriſt,in 
the daies of the Apoſtles ?. andjwhether the eternal Spi= 
riv dwell in every particular, member of your church, . 
and do: lead each. one, of you.inroall truth, infomucfy 
that yawneed now no man.;to teach,any one of you,but 
as that ſameſpiriv that dwels im. you,? anſwer me plain« 
ly, yea, or nay, | PF AAR 
_ 2, Whether are you; not in; any particular of your 
faith,do@rines,praGiſes,and worſhips,in any degree de- 
generated, nor deviated from what the faith,: do&rine, 

ractiſe & worſhip were that the true Church were in in 
the daies of the Apoſtles? and whether will you admit of 
trial in all things you profeſs and praCtiſe, by the Scrip= 
tures,the writings of the Saints,yea,or nay ! 

3. Whether your church of Rome do receive the pours 
ing down of the Spirit upon ſons. and daughters imme- 
diately, and every member receive the holy Ghoſt, and 
is filled therewich, and baptized therewith,as in the true 
church ? As 2, and whether you havereceived the holy 
Ghoſt, and everlaſting Comforter immediately, as did 
the true church in the daies of the Apoſtles Anſwer me 
theſethings in the truth of your heaxts , that you may 
be owned or denied. 

4, Whether the faith you profeſs have perfe&ly puri- 
fied your hearts from all qn,and hath given.you victorie 
over the world, that now the body of fin is put off, and 
yonare free from fin, and doth not commit fin ? but are 

| every 
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every member of you without ſpot, and wrinkle, -and 
cleanſed from all unrighteoutnels, being the {ervants of 
righteouſneſs,and not of fin ? and whether you believe 
this condition to be attainable in this life upon earth, 
and to be injoyed and waited for, yea or nay ? 

5. What is yonr ground of ſprinkling Infants with 
water,and whether he that firſt inſtituted ithad the gifc 
of the eternal Spirit, and was led thereby? for we know, 
it was firſt ordained at Romein your church, and all the 
Proteſtants received it from you,whoare not able to give 
us a ſufficient reaſon thereof ; but we are not ſatisfied 
therein, therefore tell us, whether are people thereby 
made members of the bodie of Chriſt, and baptized mto 
his true Church ? and 1s it a-perfed& teal and fign of the 
new birth,and regeneration, as 1s profeſſed ? and doth 
that giveall children that areſprinkled a right to the 
Kingdom of God, and to be members of the Church of 
Chrift ? and ſatisfies plainly, 1s the ſprinkling of an 
Infant(never having heard the Goſpel, but while uncon- 
vertedand unchanged in nature)the true baptiſm into 
the true Faith of Chriſt, as it is profeſſed ? Anſwer ſhe 
plainly, yea or nay. ."J 

6. Whether the bodie and bloud of Chriſt, that is 
meat indeed, and drink indeed, be carnal and vilibie 
things,to be teen,felt, and known viſiblie and carnall:ie? 
and whether bread and wine, (thatis mortal}, and will 
corrupt, be the very body and the very bloud of Chriſt 
Jeſus ? and whether Chriſt hath any other bodie and 
bloud, to be known inany other way or manner then 
what 1s profeſſed to be viſible and carnallie known by 
you? and 1s that bread after conſecration the verie ex- 


"preſſe Image of the Father,and was with the Father be- 


fore the world began ? elle it is not the badie of Chriſt, 
anſwer meplainlie. 

7. Agam,we are not ſatisfied concerning your burn= 
ing,and torturing,and impriſoning, in cruel Iqu fitions, 
and Goals,fuch as difſenreth from you, and cannot be- 
lieve in. your church, which ye call hereticks; wherher is 

nor 
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not this done by-your 400] or any member thereof ? 
and do you juſtifie the doing of it by the authoritie of 
your church?and we demand of you to give us example 
tor ſneh pra&iſes in Scripture, ever praiſed by the A- 
poſtles or true Church,or any member thereof,to burn, 
or kill , or imprifon fuch as would not own them, and 
were hereticks?otherwife we muſt condemn it,and judge 
you eternally for it 3 and whetherſuch praiſes done 
at Rome andin her dominions, be not murder, and cru- 
eltie, and tyrannie,and ſhedding of innocent bloud, and 
of the devil the wicked one? an{wer me plainly,andſa- 
tisfie us herein, that we may know how to deal with you 
in controverlhie.. 

8. Again, weare not ſatisfied concerning the abun= 
dance of Images of the Saints, fet up, and bowed toa- 
mong you, andyour praying before them, and to the 
Sainrs, and by beads, and in ſer forms, ſuch things yon 
praiſe; and alſo your keeping and ſetting apart the 
Saints daies, and your holy daies, and eating with re- 
fpe& to daies, denying of fleſh ſuch and ſuch daies, and 
obſerving of daies,and meats,and drinks, and faſting in 
your own wils, and your Nunneries,/ and keeping men 
and women one from another in fecret houſes; whether 
are theſe things commanded and required of the Lord 
from you ? and we charge you to give us ſome example, 
that ever the true Church pra&iſed ſuch things? other- 
wiſe if you donot,nor cannot prove theſe your praiſes 
from the Scriptures,and example of the Apoſtles before 
you, we muſt deny you, and condemn your practiſes for 
ever, and cannot believe, that your church is the true - 
church,nor you lawful ſucceſſors of the holy Apoſtles. - 

'9. What you believe concerning the reign and go- 
vernment of Chriſt and his coming?is he, his reign and 
government viſible, and of this world,or invifible, and 
. from heaven ? and whether liars, whoremongers, adul- 
terers, drunkards, man-ſlayers, and contentious men, or 
any that lives in any fin or tranſgreſlion, 1n the firſt na- 

ture, beof the kingdome and government of yon ” 
ath 
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bath any part or portion (SGH in time to.come for e- 
ver? and how may ſuch ever have part therein,and give 
.us your knowledge in theſe things 3 and alſo what you 
hold and profe(s concerning Eleftion and Reprobatio 
that we may know whether your knowledge and fait 
be ſound and perfe& in theſe-things , and tobe imbra- 
ced, or condemned and denied. 7 | 
10. What is the Man-child that hath been caught up 
toGod? and what is the reaſon of his being caught up ? 
and what is the Woman that fled into the wildernefle ? 
and what is the cauſe of her ſo flying ? and when is the 
the time(is it:come,or to come, that the Man-child hath 
been caught up,$& the woman fled, % that the man-child 
hall come down again, & the Woman again.return?-and 
what is thatBeaſt the firſt and the ſecond,audis pie yinge 
dam come, or yet tocome, whoreigned ovex ghe Kings 
of the earch, and cauſed all both ſmall and great. to wor- 
ſhip him,and killed the Saints,and overcome them, that 
would not worſhip him, and made war againitthe Lamb, 
and perſecuted the Womans ſeed?and when is jt that the 
world/wondered after the Beaſt; is,it,cpme,orx to0-came,? 
anſwer theſe things in plainneſs,we-demand of yon.. ., 
11. What and who is'that ;great Whore that fits upon 
many waters,with whom theKings of the eaxth commirs 
fornications.,, and;who hath made Nations,drunk with 
the wine of her fornications,and who hath xeignedaver 
the Kings and domnnious of thejgarth?and is rhas Whoge 
come,or-yet tacome ? and:vhether isggurcharch gyery 
whit. free from phe fornications ofthat:Whore2.and will 
youadmit of lawful trial by your; fruits-and works, awd 
tuffer judgement accordinglie?, andjwherher theiyhole 
<hnreh of:Rowe,' or any: part- ofrhes; damjnions| g; þe, the 
multitudes, peaples,and nations,'andtoagues,. the wa- 
ters,oii which the Whore fits? 'and whethier your ehurch 
be whollie freefrom:that Woman,which have drunk the 
blond of Saincs,and:of the Martyrs of: Jelus?aud ſhew,ys 
plainhe whothar Whoreis r-yonccan;and what is;her 
fleſh, and the fire that muſt burn it ? thts if 
B 2 2* Whether 
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12. Whether are the lie prophets and deceivers come, 
or to come, which Chriſt ſaid ſhould come? if you ſay, 
they are come, when did they come? and who are they ? 
and how may they be known ? and what was their ir 
original ? and our of what doth all falſe prophets and 
falle prophecies come? is the church of Rome clear of all 
the falſe prophets? and whether 1s your miniftrie in the 
yerie ſame power, ſpirit, andanthoritie which the Apo- 
files were 111? is its call and ordination the verie ſame? 
is its maintenance and practice the verie ſame? and its 
fruits, effe&s,and end the verieſame,or ſome other ? let 
us knowfrom you,that we may lay youto the line of true 
judgement,for all people and nations to behold. , 
And come friends, let us reaſon a little with you fur- 


"ther ; wearenot ſatisfied,that the Biſhop of Ree is true 


#tid lawſul'facceffor of the Apoſtle Peter 3 had Peter a tri- 
ple crown,and did Kings bow and kneel to him?and had 
'Heter ſuch large revenues and money out of the Nations 
as'the Pope hath? did Peterſell pavdons for money, or 


-did any buy religion of him? and did Peter at: all rule 


over mens confciences ? and was Peter named holinefſe? 
we demand of you to prove rightlic and trulie, that the 


| Pope doth ſucceed Peter in the ſame Spirit , inthe fame 


power, aud'in the ſame converſation : and that his call 
to oyerſeethe church be juſtlie the ſame as Peters was, and 
thetthe execute it perfeQ&lie as Peter.did : Alſo anſwer us 


-plainſie/whariis'the ſeed'of- the Woman, and what is the 


headof the Serpent ?amdis his head bruifed yea or nay ? 
and what is'the Devy;, and what is his beginning , and 
what is the-kingdom that he is Ruler of ? and how is his 
kingdom to be deſtroyed ?and whats the fleſh of Chriſt, 
an iy bloud , whichkiwas'before 4braham ? and how is 
iſt made under the Law? anſwer me theſe things : 
' And whit is the deatly that hath reigned over all ? and 
'what is the power thereof and what 1s the fruits of that 
death ? and when muſt that death be deſtroyed?and is it. 
' deſtroyed'among yomtand what was man in his creation 
of the dnſt of the ground?and what was he that was the 
verie 
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verie Image of God maleands female, before Adam was 
formed of the duſt of the ground , or Eve taken our of 
him?declare thefe things plainlie if you can and what 1s 
the firſt tranſ{greilion & the curſe ? & whether any can be 
made free from the curſe upon the earth,yea or nay?and 
what 1s the Kindom of heaven that is like a little leaven, 
and that is like a net caſt intothe ſea ? and what is that 
which muft be leavened? and what is that good fiſh that 
muſt be gathered into veſlels,. & that bad. that muſt be 
caſt away?& how doth the Kingdom of heaven bring the 
bad ont of the waters tothe ſhore? and why is it , and 
wherefore , and what is the reaſon, that none can en- 
ter the Kingdom of God,nor ſee it, but ſuch as are born 
again? and how is a man born again? and what 3s that 
mothers womb, that Jeb & all mankind came out of na- 
ked,and that muſt return thither again naked?and what 
are the the fig-leaves that hath covered in tranſgreſſion? 
and what 1s the covering of the Spirit?and what muſt be 
covered,and whar not? and why 1s it, and how comes it 
to paſſe,that one and the ſame thing 1s 1n,& wickedneſs 
ated by one and the ſame thing, good and juſt ated by 
another? Theſe things anſwer to us plainlie,% alſo prove 
all your praCiſes and profeſſion by plain Scripture, and 
give us example from Peter and the true Churches, that 
he and they practiſed the ſame things which the Pope 
and you do, if you would have any to own you, other- 
wiſeif you donot, or cannot fatisfieall people in theſe 
particulars by the Scriptures, then forfake your Religi- 
on, and renounce your Church, andconfels your ſelves 
to be deceivers of the world,and tobe deceived,for God 
will rear your garments, and marre your beautie, and 
ftain your crowns , and uncover your nakedneſs', and 
ſubdue your power, and flay your ſtrength , and pull 
down your ſtrong holds and the dread of the Almightie 
will come over you. | 

Andcome friends, anſwer me, is the light by which 
you walk everlaſting ? and is the day dawned, andthe 
Sun riſen,that never goeth down?and have you ſeen the 
tigns of the coming of the Son of man'and what are the 
B 3 *: god 
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{ins of his coming? and BLY is that Sun that'muſt be 
turned into darkneſs ? and what is that Moon that nut 
be rnrnedinto bloud ? and what are the keepers of the 
houſe that muſt tremble; and do you own quaking and 
tremblingat the Word of the Lord ? and did you ever 
quake and tremble, or is there ſuch a thing in your 
church?and what is that part in man that muſt tremble? 
is it not that part in man that the devil enters into ? 
anſwer theſe things : and whatis that mother of har- 
lots? and where1s ſhe that hath been drunk with the 
bloud of the Saints? and what is the myſterie of her,de- 
clare it if you can? and whatis her garments ? and who 
are herchildren? and of what nature are they? and how 
may they be known ? and come friends anſwer us, have 
ou ſeen God face to face,as did Facob and Abrabamand 
have you ſeen his Shape perfe&lic ? give us a deſcription 
of him if you have: and doth not all thoſe that be of 
the ſeed of 45raham hear Gods voice,and ſee his ſhape ? 
and areany of Abraham, but who are come 'out of the 
world, and have denied it, and bares the daily.crofle of 
Chriſt, which mortifies to the world? and doth your 
wooden croſlſes,and ſtone crofles, in your towns, & high- 
waies& in your houſes, &'crucifixes in your breaſts,cru- 
cifie you tothe world,and mortifie you ? or are you not 
ſuch as have thefform of a croſle of Chriſt, but wants the 
power?-and what is the difference berween all your [ma- 
ges and the Images the Prophets declaredagainit ? and 
what life i3 there in the Image of Chri# or Mary, painted 
or gravenin wood or ftone ? are yourſoules refreſhed 
thereby ? and' is not that all the unitte you have with 
'Chriſt ?' and is thatunitie and fellowſhip you have with 
Chriſt, the ſame that they had; that hadumitiec and fel- 
lowſhipwith the Father,and with the Somand have you 
aunitie with the Son, and with the Father, as the true 
Church had?tell us plainlie; and what is Antichriſtand 
where is his rewwingarthis day? and what 1s his marks 
and{igns?and what is the marks of the Beaſt, that every 
onereceived in their foreteads,and in their hands ? and 
Whatis his power,by which he cauſeth every one to ze 
L | 1p 


[5 
ſhip him? and is the church of Rowe whollie free from 
that,frem cauſing and compelling people to be of your 
Religion,and come to your worthip by your fire and fag- 
gots,and inquifitions ? make it us plain that this 15 not 
the beaſts power,for we have a jealonile, at leaft,ir is not 
the power of od ,, thar wasamong the Apoſtles 3 and 
why do you kill creatures? did Chrit or the Apoitles kill 
creatures that were not of their Religion ? doth not this 
ſhew that you want the Power and Spirit of God among 
you,and the ſpiritual weapon that beats down the ftrong 
holds? we cannot believe that you have the ſpiritual wea- 
pons, which the Apoſtles had, except you make it appear 
tous; and can any be converted to the true Chyrch, 
but by the immediate work and Spirit of God?anFthey 
that have that,need not be aſhamed ; but then why are 
ſome of your miniſters creeping up and down the Nati=- 
ons in holes, and dare not be feen, but lies many years 
together undiſcovered , not dzring to preach their Go- 
ſpet, and diſcover their minds?did ever the Apoſtles thus? 
and is not thisa ſign that they have not the power of 
God to carry them through , but runs into holes and 
corners for fear of theirlives? is this the way of the rrue 
Minifters of Chriſt ? and what is the Lambs Wife ? and 
what is her adorning,and her beautie ? and are you the 
Lambs Wife,and are married to him for ever?hath every. 
member of your church the witneſs thereof? andanſvwer 
us, doth natural learning make a Munifter of Chriſt, or 
was the Apoſtles made Miniſters thereby?and can a man 
learn the Miniftrie naturally,as he learns a trade? and is 
the preaching of the Goſpel a trade? or is it not the gift 
of Cod?and can it be bought and iold?and what is eter-- 
nal life? and how 1s it received? and hath any that hope 
but them whoſe hearts are purified? and mutt not everie 
ones heart be purified before they ſee God, who 1s pure ? 
and how comes man to be a Reprobate?and how comes 
man'to be a Son of God again?and what is che way and 
means of life eternal?is it carnal and vifible things, and 
Ordinances?is it the doing and performing of ſomething 
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by the creature,or by the = of ſomething in the 
creature ? and muſt not Chriſt be revealed in every par- 
ticulartand is not that the true bread of lifetand is there 
any ocher bread that is eternal , but Chrift , which the 
mortal eye.cannot ſee ? and we are very doubtful, that 
bread and wine after conlecration,1s nort the very bodie 
and bloud of © hriſt; and except you ean prove to ns by 
plain Scripture,and give us ſound reafons to demonftrate 
things, we muſt judge you, and ſhew your folly to the 
whole world : and why do you pray for the dead,is that 
available!ſhall not they receive according to their works 
that they have done?give us example,that ever the Apo- 
ſtles did fo, or elſe we will fay, you areblindand in the 
dark **and tell us plainly, what error is, and what 
ſchiſm 1s ? and what is the eye that the god of the world 
hath blinded ? and what is the eye that ſees. God, isit 
mortal or eternal? Anſwer us theie things in plainnefle, 
that we may know how, to return in controverlie with 
you, for the Lord God is riſen, that will break in pieces 
and confound all the world. 

And come friends, give us your an{wer,are yon of 4 
brabams (feed, that was the frrend of God, that had not a 
foot of ground , but forſook his place and kindred ? are 
you of that birth that hath no father upon earth?and are 
you heirs of Gods promiſe? and have you made your 
calling andele&ion ſnare? aud 1s theſeed come out of 
Egyprs bonds? and is all Egypts bonds broken yet? and 
what is the bondage of Egypt ? and was not trauſgreſſion 
the reaſon of it?and what 1s Pharaob,out of what root did 
he ſpring,and whoſe ſeed is he?and is nct the hard heart 
of Ph .ra.b killers and murderers?are not ſuch of Phargob? 
2nd tell ns plainly, arc you redecmed from #harach?- or 
youare ſuch as oppreſleth the ſeedas #haraok did? and 
rell us, who was the inventer of all your Images, and who 
was the former of all yourgraven Images? arenocth y 
all invented and come up lince the Apoſtles dajes, wajzch 
ye have ſet uptand what is Purgatorie? and from what 
had it iis riſe and original? and what ground have you 
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out of Scripture for ſuch l Ne incund what is the rule 
of faith?and what 1s faith? and what doth it g:'vevitorie 
over ? and what doth it overcome? and what is the vail 
that hath been ſpread over all Nations ? and what is the: 
Mountain of the houſe of God ?. and what are thoſe 
mountains the wicked ſhall ſeek to cover themſelves nn+ 
der? and what are thote mountains that people expect 
ſalvation from in vain? and did not Job; come to throw 
down the mountains? and what are the mountains that 
he came to throw down ? and what is the valley he came 
to raiſe up?anſwer us, and what is the ſword of the Spirit? 
and whether have ye the ſword of the Spirit, and the ſp:- 
ritual Armor?and whar,is your church defended and up- 
held by fpiritual weapons,or carnal ? is not yaur Goals 
carnal weapons,and your inzuifitions, and your killing 

copleabout Religion,are not all thele carnal weapons? 
and had ever the Church of Chriſt ſuch weapons ? an- 
ſwer me plainlie; and do you not expe the Lord will 
ſuddenlic plead with you? and are not ye them that put 
off the day of the Lord,and cauſeth the ſeat  rapeare 
to come neer?and are not ye them that haveeyes but ſee 
not,ears and hear not, hearts and underſtand not ? and 
15 not your eye blind, that ſhould ſee Gods preſence, and 
your ears ſtopped that ſhould hear his voyce ? and have 
you heard his voice,and ſeen his ſhape?if you have,what 
15 he like ? anſwer us; and what is his Ward,and where 
doth it dwell in your hearts, or is it without you ? and 
can any thing without you parifie you , and take away 
* fin out of your hearts ? and muſt not Chriſt be within ? 
and what 1s the fruits, and ſigns, and marks of a Saint ? 
and why do you go p.lgrims to vilit dead bones, what is 
the realon of it, and who was the firſt that inſtituted it ? 
and what is the meaning of your holy water ? give us 
Scripture for all thele pradtiles, or elſe the power of the 
Lord will tear you to pieces,and lay open your founda- 
tion, and none that love God can joyn unto you; and 
can any of you pardon lin trulie, that it ſhall never more 
be remembred!? and 1s not your fins remembred with chez 
light 


©, or wa ISR, 


[18] 
tight in your conſciences fome time ?:and is there not a 
light in your conſciences that doth convince you?. tell 
me plainlie; and whether do you own that Chriſt hath 
lightened everie one that comes into the world? and 
what is thelight ? and do you know Chriſt as he was be- 
fore Abrahaniand have youteen his day as Abraham did? 
and what is the day of Chriſt, doth the carnal eye ſee it? 
give us your knowledge and your judgement in alt theſe 
things, and lay down your principles atfull, and prove 
by the Scriptures what you hoſd and profels , it you 
would have any to turn to your Religion, otherwiſe re- 
nounce your church, and come out of Babyloy : what is 
Babylon,and the Mother of Harlots?and what is ſpiritual 
Egypt and Sodem where Chrift is crucified ? and what is 
the Whore 2 and what is her fleſh, that hath Rained the 
earth? and what is the fire that nwmfſt confune her fleſh > 
manie are jealous concerning you, that youare not the 
true Church, but that you have drunken of the Whores 
cup, who hath made all Nations drunk: and if that time 
be come, that ſhe have made all Nations drunk,then how 
can you clear your ſe] ves, being nations and mnltitudes 
cf people ? Toall theſe things I expe& your ſpeedie an- 
{wer : and what is the death that hath raigned over all? 
and how is man recovered our of it, and when? and 
what is the gates of hell?and what isthe Rock that they 
cannot prevail againſt? and whether your church may 

. never be prevailed againſt ? and whether it be not your 
ingquifitions, ſtakes, and faggots, and killing people, that 
doth principally defend your church?and if you ſhould 
ceaſe your inquiſitions , and killing thoſe youcall Heri- 
ticks, whether would not you be prevailed againſt by 
many other Se&s ? lay away your perſecution of people 
that you call Heriticks,and do not deal with them after 
the manner which you have done, by inquiſitions and 
ſuch like, and onlie by ſound arguments, and the power 
of the Spirit,defend your religion. And dare you ſuffer 
a certain number,of us to come among you and preach 
what we liold,and a certain number of you ſhall freelie 
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come among us,and freelie Sh what you hold, with- 
out perſecution or anie violence, as we would expe& 
and have the ſame from: you, engage man for man with 
us , and do no otherwiſe deal with ours, then we deal 
with yours 3 and take the free libertie to deal with our 
men as we deal with your men, but no otherwiſe, and 
let each of the meſſengers preach aud hold forth what 
they would have, and what they reallie hold and be- 
lieve, andconvert the moſt either of them can to their 
own Religion, and then let all the world ſee which hath 
the Power and Spirit of God with them, and whether 
your Minifters or our Miniſters do turn the more people 
from you to us,or from us to youzand ſend youranſwer, 
whether you will agree tothe premiſes : and if you do, 
ſcad your Mefſengers when you pleaſe, and we will en- 
gagein the Lord, their perlons [hall not be harmed; bur 
if chey were,then take man for man, life for life, of our 
wry ot to you,and let that God be the true:God, that 
appears in mott power and authoritiez andhec him be 
worlthippedfor ever, whoſe power converts the moſt tv 
che knowledgeof him out of wickedneſs , and let that 
Church be thetrue Church, which cannot be overcome ; 
and as you ave willing'to/be made manifeſt ;- horn. iffue 
with ns:in; this bn{mefs,; and propound your own time 

when the men ſhallreturn, whether the continuance of 
ithe matter be for daies, months,or years,and let each of 
the men rethro without harm of perſons and this will 
'be away -trulieto coi andmake manifeſtall thmgs; to all 
'the-worldy andwhether you or webein the right way, 
: & of: che right Church ;-&uſe'you no weaporagaitift ns, 
but the ſoundeft arguments you can, by words accord= 
ing to the Scriptures, and the ſame weapons we wall uſe 
againſt you,and noocher,butthe anthoritie of the Sp: 
rit of God; -and'avgrments thereby - whack ithaH þb ac- 
cording tothe Scripturts;the Apoſtles writings; and the 
teftimomie of rhe true Chamch 3 and herebyan rhe. fight- 
of the whole world,lert your church, and farth,and prin- 
- Eiples, and practiſes , 'and worthips be triked 4 and oor 
C 2 church, 
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charch, faith,do@&rives; RE LR ps;and: practiſes, and 
whether it be yours or ours that do overcome, or are Os 
vercome, let that deſide the controverlie ; and whether 
it be you or we that are ſooneſt overcome,and that pre- 
vail-the one againſt the other in this trial, and in theſe 
proceedings; and that .which 1s overcome and prevail= 
ed againſt,is not the'true Church, againſt which nothing 
can prevail,no not the gates of hell ; and whether your 
Church or ours cannot be prevailed againſt ky the other, 
[et that bethe true Church, for that which is prevailed 
againſt is not the true Church, and whether ic be you or 
we that are ele&ted,and of cheele&tion,which cannot be 
deceived; if we be nor eleted,and you deceivers, then 
it is poſſible you'may deceive us, but if we prove that we 
be in the ele&ion, then you cannot. deceive us; and if 
we be in thetrath, and of the true Church, then it will 
bethappineſs foryow to'be converted and turned to usz 
come'to the trial as foon as you will,and if you bein the 


eleftion'.you need not-be afraid to bedecerived by any, 


for the ele&t cannot be deceived, whoever that be, whe- 
ther'your Church oviour Churcl. be the true Church, 


'and in the ele&tiom'3 and if, your Minitters among us/do 
preach the fimwenvhings,andbythe fame fpirit,and hold 
forth'the veris ſame faith, principles, worſhip; and pra- 
' &iſes, which we do,and are of, and it be provedthey are 


of the ſameſpirit and principles we are of, agreeing in 
all things, then we will own thenito: be Chrifts;Mini- 


'fters 5 amd if outrMinifters among you do-hbld forth that 
true faith, and principles; and prattifes,and whrihip, and 
by the ſame fptritias Chriflt and ns!1Apotties.did;;;and 


provewhat they ſay by the Scriptures, then ſhall youre- 
ceive. them as the Minifters of Chriſt , and renounce all 


that you hold and profels, contrarie to what they hold 
-and'preach among, you,and hereby. things may come to 


a fairttriaY; 'and the naked truth may be made manifeit, 


whether your Church.or our Church be the true Church 


of Chriſt , 'trulie-deſcended from the Ghurch of -the 


ſters 
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ſters, be the lawful aces of the Apoſtles; and we 
would willinglie come to deal with you upon theſe 
termes , that it may be manifeſt whoitis chat are of 
the true ſeed, and who it is that are of che el:&:on thac 
cannot be deceived ; and we have manie more thing: to 
write unto you, and to qQueriz of you, and to demand, 
when we receive your anſwer, and if you give us ground 
to accule your in your return,we will threth you,and lay 
It toyour charge, by the authoritie and lpirit of the 
Lord, andif you anſwer us plaifilie, we {hall more per- 
fe&tlie know what to do. 


To the Pope. 


F Hou mountain , hear the. Word of the Lord God ; 
-thus ſaith the Lord God unto tice , LI will lay thee 
low, I will break thee down, I will ſtain the glorie of all 
fleſh, my ſword ſhall enter into the heart of iny encmies, 
I will ſlay the wicked, andI will cruth the head of the 
-ungodlie, andI will grindthe hard hearts unco pieces z 
.I'will come ina day unexpeated,1 am at the door,vehold 
me; and I will take vengeance without pitie upon all my 
enemies, my hand thall not ſpare, my eye fhall noc picte, 
but I will tear and rend,and g.ve unto thee,and unto all 
mankind, the fruit of your own doings: Innocent bloud 
cries unto me,that hath been unjuſthe ſhed,and the righ- 
' teous ſon! groans under the Altarunco me , and nowlT 
am riſen,and I am begnn to work in the earth,zand I will 
goe through nations, and tread th;m down, under my 
power; [I have raiſed a ſeed which ſhall chreſh the moun- 
tains,and my word is gone forth out of my mouth, which 
ſhall beat them to duſt ; and my power ſhall knock at 
thy gares,and break down thy ſtreng:h,and it {hall pre- 
vail avainſtthee : Oh thou mountain,wanoſe ſear is high, 
and whole power is great, and who hath been able to 
make war with thee? thou haſt {\wallowed up the poor 
and needie, and thou hf eaten up the innocent as the 
exec catethup.zrafſe, thou haſt continued forages, and 
C3 thou 
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thou accounts thy ſelf Fe ancient , and thou hath 
been without fear of a11y man, and thou haſt not regar- 
ded the honour of my name, but exalted thy ſelf altoge- 
ther : But now,ſaith the Lord,the dread of the Almigh- 
tie ſhall come upon thee, and the Majeftie of the Lord of 
hoſts ſhall appear terrible unto thee,and thou ſhalt know 
there is a God that can do whatſoever he will , and he 
will wound the mightie men, and none ſhall heal them ; 
and he will vex althis enemies in his diſpleaſure, and he 
will breakthem,and none thall bind themup; thy glorie, 
and the glorie of the whole earth, 1s as grafs before the 
mower,and as the flower of the field that is ſoon wither- 
ed; and thy treaſure,and the treaſure of all Nations,is 
of no reſpe& unto him, the ſtrength of the whole earth 
is weakneſs before him, andthe crowns of Printes he 
accounteth as the duft, he treads overit all, and his-ever- 
laſting arme reacheth beyond it all, and he is awakened, 
that will ftrike thorough kingdoms, and that will tain 
the glorie of the whole earth; and thou muſt know his 
power,and rhe cup of hiswrath is full;of which all natit= 
ous ſhall drink,and none ſhall efcapeit ; prepare thy elf, 
for the anger of the Lo is gone forth, & the Almightie 
1s greived becauſe of the abominations ofthe earth, and 
he will caſt into the fire, and purge,and purifte, and new 
mold,andcorre&, Rulers, Kings,and Peoples,for he hath 
long been greived,and born'the miquitie of the Nations, 
but his long ſuffering is well>-nigh finiſhed, for the nati- 
ons have provoked him to anger, and turned his long- 
ſaffering into farie, and he hath pur on the garment of 
vengzeance,and the time is at hand,that ſorrow ſhall take 
hold upon! the ſtout-hearted, when he appears,who hath 
been pterced;and anguiſh and pain ſhall come upon thee, 
and the world,and the day of troable, and great diſtreis, 
ye ſhall not eſcape: the rod of his wrath hall (mite you, 
the mouth of the Lord hath ſpokenit : And although 
thou art exalted as a God, yet thou ſhalt bea man and 
not a God in his hand,thar {hall flay thee, and although 
thy ſear hath been high, yet it ſhall be laid low as the 
ed op cround, 
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ground,and thy honour ſhall bd laid in the duſt, for thou 
art duſt and aſhes before the Lord, and thou ſhalt be no 
more admired, when deftruttion ſhall come upon thee ; 
the Lord hath viewed thy way and path, and they have 
not been upright before him; he hath entred into the 
ſecrets of thine heart,andithine intent hath not been hid 
from him, and that which hath been done in ſecret thajl 
now be laid open ,, and all fecret things ſhall now be 
brought to.hght,and all the Churches ſhall know that he 
ſearches the heart, and trieth the reines, who is a God 
oreat and mightie,and giveth unto all creatuves life and. 
breath,and he will change at his pleaſure all the children 
of men,and bring them to an account before hisJudge- 
ment-ſcat z wherefore let all fleſh trenible before him, 
and let all the earth kow before his preſence, who chan- 
geth, and ſubdueth, and over-turneth at his pleaſure, 
and brings men to deſtruction, whohath rekelled againit 
him : Wherefore thou Pope, chiet Biſhop at Kome, this 
is unto thee from the mouth of the Lord; come down, 
come down, lay down thy crown, ſubje& thy ſelf,and 
tremble before the Lord God of vengeance, leaſt he 
come-upon thee and cruſh thee gp pieces,and thon ſhaly 
know that this hath the Lord ſpoken , in the day when 
the fierie flaming ſword, which 1s alreadie drawn,enters 
into thy boſome , and fmites thy hononr and renown : 
Behold,I have heard the voice of howling and bitter la- 
mentation ; I have heard the voice of war and not of 
peace; I have ſeen,I havelſeen, the ſtrong become weak, 
and the mightie become miſerable, and the proud and 
honorable bronght into contempt ; ycazT have teen her 
that hath ſar as a Queen, that hath laid, ſhe ſhall never: 
ſee {orrow 3 I have ſeen the loſle of children, and wid- 
dowhood come uponher, even in one day; I have ſeen 
her beautie turned into bitterneſs; I have ſeen her ho- 
nour brought into ccontem; t; I have ſeen the Whore 
that hath made all Nations drank with her fornicati- 
ons, that hath had the golden cup in herhand ; I have 
ſeen the cup of indignation prepared for her to drink 3 
| and 


be + 
© xs k 4 
© 
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_—_”—_ ſeep her caſt upon the bed of never ceaſing tor"! 
= HTN 1T-have ſeen the Citie that. was full of people; 
ke #s the glorie of Kingdoms, that made all Nations! 
Ack with her *raffick and merchandiſe ;- T have ſcen'that 
Citie laid deſfolate,and difinhabited, and'made the ſor- : 


row of the whole earth 3 and I have. ſeen”the ſmoak of | i 
her burning aſcend forever 3 and this is,and- Tmuſt lhort- | 
.1y come to paſſe ; and if thou: haſtian « ecaxy ey garchou: © 
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" mayeſt hear; aud theſe” LFaichas 


and et ſhall -not fail - butthe 
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PEtt1 5 bis 45 he why nd wittef aoiTbſcri- 
iT: 745: -Q; - bed by one that hath a Name: 4ot feen wor known af © 
Be 333 þ "the world , ' but known among men by name of 


"EDWARD BURRQUGH. 
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out anſwer to me, or any af the 
Peo- le; 4 Duakers, for me in London from 
whencethisis lent,being written: the four and 


ewentietht d day of the "Oy monerh Sp 6 5 £, 


